FORMATION OF RESULTATIVE ADJECTIVES IN POLISH
AND ANALOGICAL LEVELLING

The present paper investigates diachronic changes and the present-day variability in the form
of Polish resultative adjectives. It is argued that the replacement of some obsolete resultative
adjectives by rival forms, or the occurrence of adjectival doublets, can be attributed both to
the changes in the restrictions on the attachment of adjectivizing (or stem-forming) suffixes
and to the phenomenon of analogical leveling (as defined in Joseph 1998).

Two types of Polish resultative adjectives, which denote a state implying a previous event, are
discussed here:

a/ those terminating in the sequence —4y, e.g. zgnify ‘rotten’, splesniafy ‘mouldy’;

b/ those terminating in the sequence —ny or —ty, e.g. zamarzniety ‘frozen’, zmeczony ‘tired’.
From the diachronic point of view, many of them are adjectivized participles (Bartnicka
1970). The resultative adjectives of the first type are based on stems of the past participle (i.e.
—{£- stems). The adjectives of the second type are based on the stems of the passive participle,
which contains the morpheme —n- or its variant —¢-.

A drastic decrease has been observed in the use of adjectival past participles since the 19™
century (cf. Bajerowa 2003), as is indicated by some obsolete words of this type given in (1).
At present, resultative adjectives terminating in —/y are productively formed from prefixed
verbs denoting change of state, mainly from verbs containing the thematic suffix —e(j)- and —
nq- (exemplified in 2).

Verbs with the suffix —ng- can be divided into several subgroups, depending on the
morphological shape of their past tense forms (cf. Laskowski 1998). The suffix —ng- surfaces
either in all past tense forms of a given verb (as shown in 3), in none of them (in 4) or in some
of them (see 5-6). The infinitive, the imperative and the present/future tense forms are fairly
regularly based on the extended verb stems (which contain the —ng- morpheme).

The existence of such slightly distinct models of verb conjugation contributes to the
appearance of nonstandard verb forms, such as those in (7).

A relatedness is postulated in this paper between the instability of the conjugation paradigm
of —ng- verbs and the occurrence of doublets in adjectival derivation, i.e. pairs of resultative
adjectives terminating either in —y or —y (exemplified in 8-9). The form terminating in —#y is
the more recent one. It may still be perceived as non-established or colloquial (as in 8).
Alternatively, it may be gradually replacing the earlier —y adjective, which starts to be
perceived as rare or as having a poetic flavour (see 9). Resultative —- adjectives exhibit the
shortened form of the verb stem, while the —#- adjectives are based on the extended stem.
Thus, the derivation of rival adjectives in —#y can be interpreted as resulting from the pressure
towards the preservation of the —ng- suffix and, consequently, towards the consistency of the
stem form within conjugational and derivational paradigms.



(1)  nieudaly (obs.) ‘failed’ (cf. nieudany ‘tailed’, from nie udac sie ‘to fail’)
pekiy (obs.) ‘burst’ (cf. pekniety ‘burst’ from peknqc ‘to burst’)
(2) oniemialy ‘speechless’ (from oniemie¢ ‘to become speechless’)
pozotkly ‘that has become yellow’ (from pozotknagc ‘to become slightly yellow’)
3) krzyknq¢ ‘shouting’ 4) rosnqc ‘growng’
krzyknij ‘ShOthIMPER’ ros’nij ‘gI’OWIMPER,
krzykne ‘ShOUtFUTJSG’ rosne ¢ gI‘OWPREst(}’
krzykngtem ‘shoutpastm.isc’ rostem ‘growpasrm.isg’
krzyknaf ‘shoutpastmssc’ rost ‘growpasTM.3sG’
krzykneta ‘shoutpastrisg’ rosta ‘growpastrisc’
®)) wychudnq¢ ‘grow-thinng’
wychudnij ‘grow-thin yvpgr’
wychudne ‘grow-thinpyr. s’
wychudtem ‘grow-thinpastm.isG’
wychud? or wychudnat ‘grow-thinpastm s’
wychudla ‘gI‘OW-thil’lpAST,p‘mG’
(6)  zziebnqé ‘freezeng’
ZZl'le’ll'j ‘freezeIMpER’
ZZinI’l@ ‘freezeFUT‘lsG’
zziebnglem or zzieblem ‘freezepastm.isg’
zziebnql, zzigbt or zziebl ‘freezepastmss’
zziebfa ‘freezepastrisg’
(7) ?*wychudneta (nonstandard) “‘grow-thinpasrtrisg’ (cf. wychudla in 4)
?*zziebneta (nonstandard) ‘freezepastrisg’ (cf. zziebla in 6)
(8)  ostably or ?*ostabniety (nonstandard) ‘that has grown weak’ (from osfabngé ‘to grow
weak’)
wyblakty or wyblakniety (rare, colloq.) ‘pale’ (from wyblaknqc ‘to become pale’)
wychudty or 7*wychudniety (nonstandard) ‘thinned’ (from wychudnq¢ ‘to grow thin’)
zwiedly or zwiedniety (rare, colloq.) ‘withered’ (from zwiednqc¢ ‘to wither’)
(9)  zmokniety or zmokiy (rare) ‘soaking wet’ (from zmokna¢ ‘to get wet”)
zziebniety or zziebly (rare) ‘that has frozen’ (from zzigbna¢ ‘to freeze, to grow cold’)
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